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Following on the heels of its largest program in 2008, Election Protection (EP) will again have a 
comprehensive program during the 2010 mid-term elections to protect the right to vote for all 
voters with an emphasis on traditionally disenfranchised voters.  Since its inception in 2001, the 
coalition has made tremendous strides with its work with grassroots civic engagement 
organizations, election officials, and voters to ensure that eligible voters cast a ballot that 
counts.  In 2010, Election Protection plans to work throughout the election cycle using its 
nationwide hotline and building field programs in over 20 states to protect the gains made in 
registering low-income and minority voters and ensuring that the rights of these voters are 
protected.  The coalition’s ultimate goal is a truly accessible election system.   
 
Election Protection Overview 
 
In 2000, millions of Americans, primarily those in minority communities, were denied their right 
to vote through a combination of ineffective voter education, inadequately trained poll workers, 
poor election administration policies, under-resourced election infrastructure, malfunctioning 
voting machines, and illegal threats and intimidation.  To respond to these problems, the 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights under Law (Lawyers’ Committee) helped form Election 
Protection; a coalition established to ensure all voters have the opportunity to participate in the 
political process and have their votes counted.   
 
While EP has operated every year since 2001, including during the 2006 mid-term elections, 
EP’s largest programs during the 2004 and 2008 presidential elections.  In 2004, a coalition of 
over 100 nonpartisan organizations developed over 30 Election Protection Legal Committees 
(EPLCs). The 1-866-OUR-VOTE hotline received over 200,000 calls from voters in all 50 states 
and the District of Columbia which were answered by some of the 8,000 legal volunteers who 
were part of Election Protection’s 25,000 volunteers nationwide,.  
 
The 2008 campaign season was Election Protection’s most ambitious effort to date, starting 
earlier, reaching more voters and mobilizing more volunteers than ever before. During the 2008 
cycle, the Lawyers’ Committee and its over 160 partners developed 46 EPLCs in 25 states. 
EPLCs worked with non-partisan grassroots organizations to provide valuable support for their 
civic engagement outreach, established and expanded relationships with election officials to get 
detailed information about Election Day planning and collaborated with them to improve the 
administration of elections.  The hotline received over 240,000 calls and the coalition recruited, 
trained, and deployed over 10,000 legal volunteers.  Additionally, EP launched 
www.866ourvote.org, a dynamic online clearing house for national and state election news, law, 
rules and regulations.   
 
Election Protection partners also filed several lawsuits in 2008 which ensured that voters were 
able to register and remain on the rolls. These cases challenged violations of the National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA), the Help America Vote Act (HAVA), and other voting 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.866ourvote.org/
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Goal of Election Protection  
 
Helping Voters 
 
Election Protection safeguards voters’ rights before, during, and after Election Day, giving 
citizens the information (no question is too simple or too complex) and resources they need to 
cast a meaningful ballot.  From support for registration programs and creating voter education 
materials to providing direct assistance through the national hotline, Election Protection is a 
support system for eligible voters across the country.  In 2010, the 1-866-OUR-VOTE hotline will 
again work with 1-888-Ve-Y-Vota operated by the National Association for Latino Elected and 
Appointed Officials Education Fund (NALEO) to provide assistance to both English and Spanish 
speaking voters.  The hotline will be answered live on November 1 and 2.  Additionally, Election 
Protection will have Election Day legal field programs in up to 40 jurisdictions.   
 
Supporting Coalition Partners 
 
Election Protection legal volunteers across the country provide invaluable legal support role for 
grassroots civic engagement organizations at the local, state, and national level.  Election 
Protection Legal Committees (EPLCs) work with organizations that organize voter education, 
voter registration, and Get Out the Vote programs to provide information about the laws and 
rules in their jurisdiction to help voters overcome barriers to the polling place and address 
problems identified before Election Day.  EPLCs also work with grassroots partners to schedule 
meetings with election officials and gain a better understanding of election administration at the 
state and local level.  
 
Collecting Data 
 
Election Protection’s unprecedented ability to collect data through the Hotline, pre-Election Day 
mobilization, and the Election Day field program provides the most complete picture of the 
voting experience from the voters’ perspective.  On and before Election Day, the Our Vote Live 
database allows EP to monitor, record, and respond to problems across the country in real time, 
diagnosing both macro and micro problems with ample time to correct them for other voters.  
Election Protection’s data provide support for prospective reform efforts and potential litigation, 
demonstrate the impact of laws that disenfranchise voters (such as voter identification 
proposals), and illustrate the impact of election administration failures.   
 
How You Can Participate 
 
The Lawyers' Committee is currently reaching out to coalition partners to determine how 
Election Protection can support their election-related programs.  Some of the ways in which EP 
partners can support the program are by:  

 
 Promoting the 1-866-OUR-VOTE hotline in civic engagement, media, and online 

programs 

 Integrating local leadership with EPLCs  

 Coordinating with national, state, and local Election Protection leadership 

 recruiting legal volunteers for hotline and field programs 

 Coordinating a non-legal Election Protection deployment in target states 

 
If you need more information or have questions, please contact Kirsten Sencil at 
ksencil@lawyerscommittee.org or 202.662.8352.    
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