
 
October 2, 2009 

 
We want to provide an update on the CLASS Act and ask for your continued engagement in conveying the 
industry’s position on this legislation. 
 
First, thanks to all of you who communicated with your Congressional representatives, urging them to oppose 
the CLASS Act. This grassroots campaign launched in August – a very active period of dialogue and 
feedback during Congress’ recess. More than 600 associates and distributors made 1800-plus contacts that 
have helped influence the opinions of policymakers. 
 
Where We Are Now – An Update on Legislative Process 
The Senate and House continue their intense focus to shape healthcare reform proposals. Three major bills 
are currently being debated and refined – one in the House and two in the Senate from the Senate Finance 
and the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) committees.  
 
The recently released Senate Finance bill by Sen. Max Baucus (D – MT), chair of the Senate Finance 
Committee, did not include the CLASS Act provision – in large part because of your active support of the 
grassroots campaign. On a positive note, the proposal included provisions allowing long term care insurance 
to be included in cafeteria plans and flexible spending accounts, and funding support for enhanced consumer 
education for long term care services. Amendments to this bill continue to be debated in the Senate. As one 
output of this process, an amendment that proposed a government-run health insurance plan was defeated 
this week in a bipartisan vote. We expect this complex process to extend for at least several more weeks.  
 
Genworth Is Aggressively Working to Influence Policymakers 
Genworth’s leaders and Government Relations team continue to be directly engaged on Capitol Hill with a 
full court press to point out the CLASS Act deficiencies and prevent the proposed program from being 
included in any final health reform package that Congress will be asked to vote on. We also are actively 
engaged on the public relations front along with our LTC industry trade association partners.  
 
Over the past weeks, we have held numerous meetings with leading policymakers, including Sen. Kent 
Conrad (D-ND), Chairman of the Senate Budget Committee; Sen. Ben Nelson (D-NE), a former insurance 
executive and part of the moderate coalition in the Senate; Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), Sen. Susan Collins 
(R-ME) and Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV), Senate Majority Leader.  In the House of Representatives, we 
continue to work this issue with members of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coalition. We have found 
our Richmond and state of Virginia representatives, including Congressman Eric Cantor and U.S. Senators 
Mark Warner and Jim Webb, to be quite helpful. 
 
As part of the ongoing health reform discussion, Genworth hosted the fourth annual LTC Symposium in 
September in Washington, DC. This annual forum brings together key stakeholders – LTC professionals, 
congressional staffers, industry leaders and advocates – to discuss and evaluate public policy issues 
surrounding the state of long term care across the nation. This year’s event focused on two critical topics:  
1) the need for a national long term care strategy including funding, education and support for the caregiver 
and 2) the intent and viability of numerous legislative proposals aimed at helping to solve the nation’s long 
term care challenges. Read more about the Symposium and to see a video excerpt of the event. 
 
Staying Informed 
We encourage you to review this Fortune editorial, which expertly assesses the CLASS Act as another 
costly government entitlement program. We will keep you informed as these issues evolve. You also can 
visit genaction.com – a great resource that offers a wealth of additional information on this and other public 
policy issues. 
 
We Still Need Your Help 
Your voice remains important. If you have not contacted your Congressional representative about the 
CLASS Act, please take action now. Please also share this update with your agencies and producers to 
engage as many people as possible in this important effort. 
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http://www.genworth.com/content/etc/medialib/genworth/corp_site/pdfs/press_center/press_releases/press_releases.Par.37547.File.dat/2009%20LTC%20SymposiumFINAL.pdf
http://genworth.edgeboss.net/download/genworth/5700_ltcsymp_akamai.wmv
http://money.cnn.com/2009/09/03/news/economy/health_care_class_act.fortune/index.htm?section=money_news_economy
http://www.genaction.com/page.asp?content=startpage&g=GENWORTH
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=CLASS_Act_Distributors&g=GENWORTH

